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Basements
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• Liquid Gravitational Hydrostatic Pressure
Capillary Suction Pressure
Osmosis Solute Concentration

• Vapor Diffusion Vapor Pressure
Convective Air Pressure

Mechanisms of Flow
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Crawl Spaces



Building Science Corporation
Joseph Lstiburek  49

Crawl spaces must be completely 
connected to either the outside or the 
inside
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Crawl spaces must be completely 
connected to either the outside or the 
inside
Vented crawl spaces work
Unvented conditioned crawl spaces work
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Don’t Do Stupid Things
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Smart Thing
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Conditioned Crawlspaces Not Unvented 
Crawlspaces

Need Supply Air
50 cfm/1000 ft2 of Crawlspace Area

Or
Dehumidification
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Smart Thing
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Slabs
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